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write to the address below stating the number of Tidy 
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and packing are free. 
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(Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You can 
phone your order on 0424 755755. 
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he animals rescued Badger from the river “We'll just have to go on without him,” 
but Fox had floated off downstream on a decided Badger. “What if Fox comes back and 
log. Kestrel followed him but Fox disappeared we're not here?” asked Mole. “He'll find us,” 
under a bridge. said Badger. “Meanwhile I’m sure he would 
want us to go on.” 


The creatures set off. “Come on, the grass is After a while Toad slowed down and then 
nice and springy here,” called Toad. After stopped. “Oh dear,” he groaned. “I’ve 
hopping along on the hard ground the Hares remembered everything as we went and now 
went mad, twisting and turning over the soft I’m not sure. We should go straight on but 
green grass. something keeps pulling me to the left.” 


“Don’t worry,” said Badger, “No-one’s going to Toad suddenly stopped again. The Rabbits 
blame you if you make a mistake.” Toad bumped into Badger. “It’s no good, something 
started off again and the animals followed. keeps telling me to go left,” said Toad. 

“I really don’t think I can go much further,” “Shall we try the other direction?” suggested 
said Mrs Fieldmouse to the Voles. Badger helpfully. 


“T don’t think I 
can go much 


They set off in the new further. 


direction and Owl 
and Kestrel flew on ahead. 


After they had been 
travelling for a while Owl 
flew back. “You’re going 
round in a circle,” she called, 
“You're heading back for the 
river.” “Oh dear! What’s gone 
wrong?” groaned Toad. 


Me 


“Let me think,” said Owl... 

“It’s very simple really, Toad’s homing 
instinct is telling him to return to his 
pond in Farthing Wood. We'll just have 
to retrace our steps.” 


Hare went up to Badger. “Excuse me,” he 
said. “I think you should know there’s been a 
happy event.” “What sort of happy event?” 
asked Badger. “The Fieldmice have had 
babies, of course,” said Mr Hare. 


“We'll have to take shelter for the night and 
decide what to do in the morning,” said 
Badger. The tired animals found what cover 
they could. Some of them fell asleep almost 
at once. 


“Very tasssty,” hissed Adder quietly. “The 
Oath, Adder,” warned Owl who overheard 
her. “None of this would have happened if 
Fox had been here,” said Hare. 


Adder curled herself round the sleeping Voles 
who woke up with a start and scurried away 
nervously. 


“Tt’s so hard travelling with babies,” said 
Mrs Fieldmouse to Mrs Rabbit. “I think we 
should try and find a home here.” 


“T think the Mice might want to stay behind 
with their babies,” Mole told Badger. “Oh 
dear, I wonder what Fox would do!” said 
Badger wearily. 


Next week: The Butcher bird 


All About... 
a 


<A 


We have large eyes that help us look out 
for danger, and long ears which we can 
turn to catch faraway sounds. 


6GHi! I’m Rabbit. | am one of the oldest bucks — 


that’s what we males are called — in our Farthing 
Wood warren so I’m rather important. This is my 
doe (we call our females does and our babies 
kittens). We bucks grow to 50cm and the does 
are a little smaller. Our soft fur is usually 
greyish brown with a patch of gingery 
orange at the back of the neck. Our short 
\tails are brown or black on top and white 
underneath. We live all round Britain 
and Ireland, wherever there's grass. We 
prefer places with short grass. Long 
grass quickly makes our fur wet and 
quite a lot of us die from getting 


soaked and cold.99 


Lick and 
scratch 


It’s very important that 
we keep our fur clean 
and neat, otherwise it 
won’t protect us 
properly on cold and wet 
days. Like cats, we wash 
it with our tongues, 
licking off the dirt and 
dust wherever we can 
reach. We also use our 
teeth and paws to 
scratch and nibble at the 
fur to keep it free from 
tangles and in good 
condition. 

When a male and 


female are Courting they 
often lick each other’s 
forehead, ears and neck. 

We all moult (sheq our 
old fur) once q year 
usually between July and 
September. 


We dig underground burrows called 
warrens along the edges of fields , in 
banks or hedgerows. We eat grass, 
cereal crops and vegetables. We cut our 
food with two pairs of long, sharp front 
teeth called incisors, moving our heads 
in a semicircle before we hop forwards 
to graze another patch. 

When we've filled our stomachs we rest 
in our burrows to digest the food. We 
digest twice by eating the soft droppings 
of food that have gone through our 
stomachs once already. These 
droppings, which we leave in the burrow, 
contain useful vitamins and proteins. 
Then we produce hard, dark droppings 
above ground. 


Aijaniond 


Rabbits seem to be pretty good weather 
forecasters. They will stuff themselves 
with food just before a storm blows up. 
This is because they may have to stay in 
their warrens for a long time until the 
wind and rain have stopped. 


You may think we’re very shy 
- we certainly do usually run 
away from humans if we see 
or hear them coming. 
Sometimes, | must admit, we 
panic if we’re very frightened. 
But we do have a loi of 
enemies, you know, humans 
as well as animals, so it’s not 
surprising if we're a bit jumpy. 
In fact, we bucks can be very 
tough if a buck which isn’t 

/ from our group enters our 
ome ground. We will kick, 
bite and tear a rival's fur if 
necessary. 


All About... 


Life in the Warren 


66Most of us Rabbits live in groups 
where the oldest bucks and does are 
the bosses - we get the best places in 
the warren and the best grazing spots 
outside. We dig down into the soil just 
like a dog does, kicking the soil back 
as we go. The burrows are joined 
together with tunnels and we have 
several side entrances as well as a 
main one so that we can disappear 
quickly when we need to.99 


Stoats, Weasels, Ferrets and Polecats are 
small enough to get inside the warren and 
pull out resting or sleeping Rabbits. Above | 
ground we have to look out for Buzzards, 
Foxes, eagles, Wild cats, Badgers, owls, 
dogs and man. 


BREEDING LIKE RABBITS 

Have you ever heard the saying ‘breeding like 
rabbits’ to describe people or animals who have 
a lot of babies? Well, Rabbits certainly are busy 
breeders. A doe can give birth to between 4 and 
7 (occasionally she has as many as 12) babies 
every four to six weeks, from January to August. 
Then when her female kittens are 4 months old, 
they too can start breeding. It’s no wonder there 
are a lot of Rabbits around! 


deep down inside the 


We Rabbits usually stay close to the warren so that 
we can dive for cover if an enemy is spotted. As 
well as being able to see, hear and smell strangers 
we also have special signals that say ‘Danger!’ to q 
all Rabbits nearby. When one of the group thumps | 
the ground with its hind foot or stands up on its 
hind legs we all know there’s danger about. If we 
haven’t noticed either of those signals 
we will probably see its white tail as it 
races away. 


This doe is not - 
going to eat this bi Ge 
mouthful of grass. Peo Uy: 
She is carrying it 
away to make her 
nest. 


The chief doe of the 
group gets the best 


position for her nest, 


warren. Other does 
have to dig their own 
dead-end burrow 
which is often 
separate from the 
main warren. It is 
easier for Foxes and 
Stoats to find these 
shallower nests. 


Does make their nests from pieces of straw, 
leaves, grass and moss. They pull out bits 

of their fur to make a warm, comfy lining for 
the babies. 


Sandy soil, that water can drain 
through easily, is the best for 
burrowing into but we manage to 
make warrens in almost any soil if we 
need to. We spend about half the day 
underground. Our favourite feeding 
times are at dawn and at dusk. 


When the babies are 
born they are blind. 
They leave the nest 
at about three 
weeks old and have 
to look after 
themselves about a 
week later, 


Practical and down-to-earth, you can 
depend on a chap like Mr Hare. Being 
swift on his feet, he’s a useful messenger 
for Badger, and can be relied upon to 
bring news fast, too. On the journey from 
Farthing Wood, the Hares find the stony 
roads tough on their feet. But when they 
reach the springy grass they go wild - as 
mad as March hares, in fact! 


a; 
INSTEAD 


ML 
A, 
0+ NO DRAW LINES 
DRAW AN OVAL (7 Y~ \y_- FOR THE 


WITH A FLAT --_- EVEBROWS 
BOTTOM FOR aw AND CHEEKS 
THE CHEST ff 
DRAW LINES 14 / i 
TO FINISH THE ; | ° i} 
HIND LEGS \ j a. 

\ /RUB OUT THE 


) / LINE DOWN 
/ THE MIDDLE OF 


/ 
THREE PAWS ro ts 7 | OT THE HARE 


DRAW 


RUB OUT THE LINE 
‘/ } DOWN THE MIDDLE 
“1 / OF THE EAR AND 


Zy DRAW TWO 
CURVED LINES 


ROUGH UP ALL 
THE LINES TO 
MAKE THE COAT 
LOOK SHAGGY 


NG | DRAW A LINE 
PRACTISE nee \ FORTHE = 
SHA \ MIDDLE OF 
THESE \ THE EAR 
ES \ 
LONG cuRVED LIN DRAW ALONG = }-~/" DRAW ALINE AT 
ND OVALS STRAIGHT = / | “Sa steepER 
A CENTRE LINE { i ANGLE FOR THE 
ANDALINE =| i SECOND EAR 
DRAW CURVED ACROSS THE 
N\_ LINES FOR THE BOTTOM : \ \ 
\\ EDGES OF ‘ \ ss 
\ \ THE cars_“7} 7 \ | A Ped 
\ Lf f \ i\ we 
Q i «Ae DRAW MATCHING \ A \ of fh 
Lt of CURVED LINES \\ if jf 
MILA ON EACH SIDE OF yrrhte 
DRAW AN Z 4 THE CENTRE LINE F ADDAPAIR 7.) DRAW A LINE 
ge tf FOR THE HEAD ; OFEVES = [ft talk. LIKE THE TOP 
i i cn a ) ote 
Se | H SHAPE ACROSS 
THE MUZZLE Pp“ Lo Tie MRnETE 
i ; fy. 4s 
DRAW SLOPING / i \ DRAW fol \ RUB OUT 
LINES INSIDE”! \ SHORTLINES mat : 
oe. i YOUR LINES FORTHE HR AAOWEHES 
THE FRONT Ni - \ pRAW 1 30 YOU HAUNCHES =; 4 yf 4 
i 1 oy LIGHTL i Php 
ke out PG 
\ | #f cAN a ONES i? j DRAW TWO 
\ [ if VERLAPPI \ | he_L LINES TO 
\ MY DRAW A LINE | } ;-/- FINISH THE 
a FOR THE TAIL “7 FRONT LEGS 


[ 
A A 
s\\f 


FINISH THE 
FEATURES ON 
, THE FACE AND 
ADD SOME 
WHISKERS 


2: Q 
Discovering Nature 


CATCHING AND 


LOOKING AT MOTH 


Why do moths sometimes fly into Ng 

a room when you turn the light t : 
on? Moths use the moon to find 
their way at night. When you turn 
on the light they mistake it for the 
moon and fly towards it. You can 
make a light trap to attract moths 
using a sheet. 

Another way to attract moths is 
by sugaring a fence or tree with a 
sweet-smelling mixture. Moths 
have a good sense of smell which 
they use to find a mate or to find 
nectar in plants to feed on. 


LIGHT TRAP 


You will need: 


Early thorn 


Brimstone 


Sheet, washing line, lamp, jam jar. 


q Hang the sheet in the garden or on a Q Knock any moths off the sheet 
balcony. If you have an outdoor light. see if you into ajar to study them. Always let 
can hang the sheet nearby. Otherwise hang it the moths go when you have 

on a line and place a light on an extension cord finished looking at them. 


behind it. You could even use a torch. 


couldn't the | 
putterfly 9° “7 | 
dance? “yyeq yyour \ 
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FREE FARTHING WOOD POSTER 
Remove carefully from your magazine. 
© EBU 1992 Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 


SUGARING STAINED-GLASS WOTHS 


You will need: Decorate your bedroom 
Sugar, black treacle (or golden syrup), mushy over- window with these \ 


ripe fruit, sweet wine or beer (optional), saucepan, paper moths. 
large and small paint brushes, jam jar, notebook, 
pencil, magnifying glass. You will need: 
Black paper, tracing paper, 
tissue paper, scissors, 
glue, pencil. 


7 Trace the moth shape 
on to black paper. Fold 
the paper down the 
moth’s middle. 
Carefully cut 
round the moth. 


Squirrel says 


Ask an adult to help 
you boil up the 
mixture. 


q Mix up the sugar, 
treacle, fruit and wine 

or beer in a saucepan. 
Bring it to the boil and 
let it cool. 


Q Open out the paper to reveal a moth-shaped 
hole. Spread glue round the edge of the hole. 
Stick coloured tissue paper over the hole. 


3 Cut round the moth shape again to leave a 
border about 5mm wide. Cut out eye spots 
from black paper and glue them on. 
Stick the moth to the window. 
Make some more, if you like. 


Q At dusk smear a small amount of mixture on to 
a tree trunk or a fence with a large paint brush. 
Moths and other insects will feed on the mixture 
and stick to it. They may even get a little drunk. 


3 Gently use a small paint a Always wash the sugar 


brush to Knock the moths mixture off the tree or fence 
into a jam jar. Take them when you have finished, 
inside to look at them otherwise any insects which 
closely. Use a magnifying are trapped will become 
glass if you have one. Make — breakfast for the birds in the 
sketches and note the morning. 


pattern and colours on the 
wings. Can you identify 
them? Let the moths go as 
soon as you have finishect 


; 
Butterfly or moth? 


Do you know how to tell a moth from a 
butterfly? Although it’s not a hard and 
fast rule, if you see one at night, it’s 
probably a moth. They use their sense of 
smell to find food and a mate. Butterflies 
are usually seen during the day so that 
they can spot brightly coloured flowers 
containing nectar. 
When they rest, most 
moths fold their wings 
down flat across their 
back. The front wing has a 
tiny hook which fits round 
a bristle on the back wing, 
to keep them together. 


Moths have feathery 
antennae (feelers) covered 
in sense organs, to help 
them find food in _— 
the dark. 


Butterflies’ antennae 
are fine and end ina 
small knob. 


When they rest, most butterflies fold 
their wings up together. The top of 
their wings is coloured while the 
underside is dull. With their wings 
folded together dull side out, they 
are less easily seen. 


Moth facts 


Like birds some moths migrate to 
warmer lands in winter. Other moths 
hibernate through the winter as eggs, 
pupae or even as adults. 


One of Madagascar’s Hawk 
moth’s has a proboscis (feeding 
tube) up to 35cm long. It can 
collect nectar at the bottom of a 
long tube inside an orchid. 


Peppered moths living on smoke 
polluted trees in cities are often a 
dark colour to avoid being seen. 
The same moth living in the 
countryside is still speckled white. 


Eyespots on the wings look 
like the eyes of an owl and 
are used to frighten 
off small birds. 


The Death's-head hawk 
moth is named after the 
skull saieiide on its aii 


66Now here’s a 
good question 
for you. What’s 
the difference 
between me 
and all of the other 

characters I’m going to introduce you to? 

Do you give up? An ‘s’, that’s what. They’re 
a pest and I’m a pet! Seriously, though, | 
ought to consider myself rather lucky. I’ve got 
the run of the house and garden, regular 
meals and my own cat-flap so | can come 
and go when | want. 


Meanwhile they all get chased or cleaned out : 
of the house. Or even worse, killed. 

As you probably know, | tend to sleep a lot 
during the day. Well, I’m cat-napping really. | 
still have one eye on the action — the 
Housemartins building their nest under the 
eaves, the flies, wasps and mosquitoes 
buzzing around, and those pesky fleas 
always trying to bite me. Then when | wake 
up properly, the night shift are ready to take 
over. The bats, Silverfish and woodlice come 
out. So does the little one I’m always trying to 
catch - the House mouse. Gotcha!99 


SNS | CGS WAAR a IA A A lenin nee 


baal 


vaste 


mosquitoes 


Cat’s Challenge: this house SS 
has been taken over by pests! Many are 
too small in the house for you to see, and 
a couple you couldn’t see anywa 
know which two they are 
| also have quite a liking — 
for mice. How many can 
you find? 


House aust mites are 7 
Pomme —too-small -to-see without’ — 

a microscope, and- ; 
“perhaps it’s just as \ 


Clothes moth 
larvae eat things Bas 
most other animals flakes of human. skin __ 
wouldn’t touch. In your found i in_ bedding 
home, that means woollen hie Xe connie iil 5 Ste i. 
carpets, blankets, sweaters ———— . 
and even fur coats! In the 
_ wild they munch their way 
through dead wood, lichen as 
and fungi. 


een Seuealinein, ieee knchen or batt ‘oom. mney 
Ne X are about 2cm long and have 

no wings (unlike most 
insects). The tail end is the 
one with the three bristles. 


ewe ae 

Y eae pl 

& w iS wa House spiders are 
good creatures to 

have around in the 

house because they eat 

up all the flies and insects. 

To catch them they spin their silky 
cobwebs in the high and shadowy 
corners of a room. 


Luckily, the Pe 
mosquitoes you find 
in houses rarely bite 
humans. But the same’s 
not true for some of the 
other 30 kinds found in Britain. The 
females give very painful bites and suck 
their victims’ blood with their proboscis! 


proboscis 


YX | 
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De ] Common furniture beetles in your 
le mice are 
common household 


home probably mean 
pests, particularly in 


Black garden ants like 
towns because 
conditions there are 
perfect for their 


their larvae (the 
dreaded woodworm!) 
have been at work. 


Adult Dog fleas live 
on dogs (and cats!), 
but their larvae feed 


grubs and pupae. the winter. They run ‘ off decaying Woodworm like 
The ones you are about at night so material in carpets. nothing so much as 
Fleas breed like tunnelling inside 


most likely to see are you may never see 
worker ants looking them. But two things 

for food to take back to give them away - their 
the nest. Anything sugary will dark brown droppings, and 
do because they have a very sweet tooth. the holes they chew in food wrappers. bite you. 


wildfire in warm wood. Tell-tale signs 
weather and if there’s that they've been 
no animal around they'll around are neat round 
holes in furniture. 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCI 


SELF DEFENCE 


Animals have two different ways of 
defending themselves. Some such as the 
Hedgehog like to look scary, in their long 
prickly spines. Others go for a smoother 
approach and have a strong shell or case 
like the crab’s. 


NG FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS 


| feel nice and 
safe in my 
scales. 


<SCALY LAYER 

Most fish are covered in an outer layer 
of overlapping scales. The Pike's are see 
through, small and 
rounded. They are 
hard and bony to 
protect the soft body 
underneath from 
injury, but let the 
fish bend as it moves 
through the water. 


<INSIDE OUT 
Unlike humans, 
woodlice have 
their skeleton on 
the outside. And 
because it’s shiny 
it makes the 
creatures hard to 
grip. As an extra 
defence, the Pill 


‘v RECORD SCRATCHERS 


rickles 
Cacti would make a delicious My P ipeople woodlouse can 
meal for animals if only there really put peop also curl up intoa 
weren't so many spines. The off! ball, so it’s very 


difficult to bite and 
swallow. Puffer fish look much like 
any other fish - until one of 
their enemies comes along. 
Then they quickly swallow 
as much water as they can 
so they swell to several 
times their normal size and 
their spines stick out. The 
predator pretty quickly 
forgets about eating the 
Puffer fish, and it gradually 
lets the water out again. 


spines are actually leaves and 
some of them are so perfectly 
sharp people have played 

records with them! 


PRICKLY SUIT 

The Hedgehog’s suit of armour is 
made up of around two thousand 
very sharp prickles. And if that 
wasn't enough, it can roll itself 
up into a very tight ball when a 
cat, dog or nosy human gets too 
close for comfort. 


: What has hundreds of 
needles but can’t sew? 


STAYING ALIVE > 

The cowfish has no intention 
of getting eaten. Its whole 
body is surrounded by a 
ASHELL SUIT hard, bony shell with holes 
There are around 60 bones in the only where they’re absolutely 
Red-eared terrapin’s shell. They are necessary - for the mouth, 
all joined together to make one piece. eyes and fins. The shell 
Terrapins’ shells are flatter than means the cowfish can’t 
tortoises’ so the animals can move bend its body to wriggle 


easily through water. through the water, so 
~~ it has to swim with 
G ~~ its large 

\ 


‘e023 ould y : 


ROLL UP! > 

The South American 
Three-banded armadillo is out 
and about on even the coldest of 
nights because its very thick shell 
traps warm air next to its body. The 
armadillo is equally well protected against 
its enemies, too. It can roll itself up into a tight 
ball, leaving not a single chink for predators to get in. 


side fins. 


<qHARD CASES! 


<SPIKY MOUTHFUL 

When a stickleback raises the three heavy 
spines on its back, it isn’t just doing it for 
show. They make the fish bigger so it’s too 
large a mouthful for many of its enemies. If a 
bird or big fish does have a go at gobbling a 
stickleback up, the spines sometimes stick in 
its mouth and it has to spit the little fish out. 


its hard shell. But there comes a day 
when every baby crab grows too big 
for its case and it’s time for a new one. 
First the youngster wriggles out. Then 
its body grows very fast and a new 
shell hardens over it. This takes a couple 
of hours or more, during which time the 
crab has to stay hidden from its enemies. 


2 The crab wouldn't survive for long without 


Puzzle it ouf Se = 


p2 b How many Shrews? Dodgems 
wD any Can you find 6 Shrews hiding All the animals have got into the wrong cars. 


in the fairground? Can you help them find the right ones? 


Sige THE RAIN) — sila st 


LOADS EN 7, eN« Fao, The fair has come to Farthing Wood. Join m0) Bes aA: oy 
STS : 18, in with the animals and have a good time! Re Cl of as y 


Zit Sk 1, Hh a . 


Lucky Dip 
How many prizes are in 
here — and what are mie 


Ue i, : ye eo : 
ex \ y 

How many circles are there on the : \) oO VE ; — £ Nw a 

big wheel? ir aM ‘ LO ‘ 

Merry-go-round \ D4 Wan ¢ “1p 

Can you find 10 things 

wrong with this 

merry-go- 


Hoop-la 
If you’re only allowed three 
throws, which numbers would 
you go for to make up 50 
points exactly — and win a 
prize? (You can’t use the same 
number twice.) 


TALS 


= ~ ~ f 


ARAN ns 


oye 


a SSK 


"waged L 
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‘uoo||eg “U2ipjos 
F Only one of these fox hppar ‘hyo} “aa1ed ‘Je, 4eq 
balloons is Weasel’s — ‘yop :sazud g aie aay, dia ken 
do you know which it is? Sajid LB 122UM 51a 
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Puzzle it out => 
BRITTLE STALW You wit need: 


cardboard rolls, 
) Cut out heads and card, felt tips, ball, 
arms from card and sticky tape or glue. 


colour them in. 


@ Cut slits either side 
of the top of the roll to 
slide the heads into. 
Bend back the tops of 
the arms into flaps and 
stick each side of the 
roll. Cut a square base 
from card for each 


skittle and attach with 


sticky tape or glue. 


3 Set the skittles up 
ona mat. Stand at 
least 2m away 
and roll a ball at 
them trying 

to knock 


them don” 


and unfold — where the lines 
cross is the centre. Fold each 
| corner carefully into the centre. 


a Reveal your friends’ 
deepest darkest secrets! 
To make a square - 
from a rectangle, fold 
a corner diagonally 
upwards to meet the 
opposite side. Cut off 
the paper left at the top. 


a 


TELL A FORTUNE 
Slip a finger and thumb 


Spell out the 
colour, moving 

fortuneteller 
each letter. 


Pee 


THROWING THROUGH MOUSE’S MOUTH 


You will need: a /arge sheet of 

cardboard, a paper plate, pencil, 
scissors, glue, paint 
and brush. 


4 Cut the middle out of the | @ Place the plate in the centre 

paper plate. of the cardboard sheet, trace 
round it and cut out the small 
circle in the middle. 


3 Glue the plate to the card 
matching the holes. 


§ Peg the cardboard 

to a washing line hung 
at the height you want 
it. Stand 2m 
away and try 


“3, and throw a 
Le ~) ball through Mouse’s 
mouth. 


4 Draw in the Mouse’s ears, eyes, 
whiskers and body, then paint it. 


Tur the square over 
and fold the corners to 
the centre again. This _ 
side now has four 
triangles, each divided 
i = aN 


3 Put anumber on each half — Turn the fortu 
triangle. Open up the flaps and colour each s 
write a fortune on the back. 


Then your friend chooses a 
number. Count it out in the 


= igo 


bea famous) 
film star. 


number. 


Choose another number. Lift up the 
triangle it's on and read out the fortune. 


sane se eee eS Seas 


——- Colour it in 


A FRIENDLY WAVED 


